
If there is a risk that the individual could access another
person’s firearms, an application can also be made for an

emergency limitations on access order.

The person will not be notified of the hearing or
application unless the order is made.

Steps can also be taken to protect the identity of those
involved, including removing identifying information,

denying access to court documents, and/or closing the
hearing to the public/media.

If the judge is convinced, an emergency
prohibition order is needed for immediate

protection:

The order is immediately put in place for up
to 30 days.

If the judge is not convinced, an emergency
prohibition order is needed for immediate protection

:
No order is issued and no further action is taken.

The person subject to the order can apply to the court to
have the order cancelled or to have it lifted for sustenance

hunting or, in limited circumstances, employment.

RED FLAG LAW: EMERGENCY PROHIBITION ORDER PROCESS

Application to a provincial or territorial
court

In an emergency, call 9-1-1 or local police.

If someone is believed to be a safety risk to themselves or others, anyone can apply to a
provincial or territorial court for an emergency prohibition order asking that firearms,
other items, and firearms licenses be temporarily removed.

Anyone can apply to a provincial or territorial court for an
emergency prohibition order.

Figure 1 - Application process flowchart (Public Safety Canada, 2025)

Judge holds a hearing
The applicant presents evidence to the judge explaining
why they believe an emergency prohibition order is
needed.

The person who is subject to the application is not present
at the hearing.

Person subject to the order is notified;
firearms removed
Firearms, weapons, and other items are removed, either
seized or turned in, and the person’s firearms licence is
revoked for up to 30 days.

Longer-term prohibition order (Judge’s
discretion)

Judge may decide to set a hearing for a
longer-term prohibition order.

A longer-term order can last up to 5 years.

The person’s items and firearms licence are
not returned until this hearing is complete. 

If the judge grants a longer-
term prohibition order for up

to five years, effective
immediately:

The person’s items and
firearms licence are not

returned.

If the judge does not grant
a longer-term prohibition

order:

The emergency prohibition
order is cancelled.

If the emergency
prohibition order is

cancelled or when it
expires, the person’s
items and firearms

licence are returned
as soon as possible.

Judge decides
not to set a

hearing for a
longer-term

prohibition order.


	RED FLAG LAW: EMERGENCY PROHIBITION ORDER PROCESS
	In an emergency, call 9-1-1 or local police.
	If someone is believed to be a safety risk to themselves or others, anyone can apply to a provincial or territorial court for an emergency prohibition order asking that firearms, other items, and firearms licenses be temporarily removed.
	Figure 1 - Application process flowchart (Public Safety Canada, 2025)
	Application to a provincial or territorial court
	Judge holds a hearing
	Person subject to the order is notified; firearms removed
	Longer-term prohibition order (Judge’s discretion)
	The person’s items and firearms licence are not returned.




